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Editorial

Th e ex ch anges b etween th e  various linguistic network s of  

th e  A lliance are  work ing well. Novels are  circulating from  

one linguistic zone and  anoth er. To prove it, th is m onth 's 

issu e  includ es two pub lications th at originated  with in th e  

French -speak ing network  and  h ave now b e en translated  and  

co-ed ited  b y th e  Portuguese - and  A rab ic-speak ing network s 

respectively (se e  Just out). Particularly outstand ing is th e  

A rab ic co-ed ition of  Batailles d e  l’eau b y Larb i Bouguerra: 

th is is in fact th e  first ach ievem ent of  its k ind  for our 

A lgerian, Leb anese, Moroccan, Lib yan, Tunisian and  

Jord anian pub lish ers. Congratulations to all on 

th is rem ark ab le piece of  cooperation – 

oth er projects are  alread y und erway. 

E q ually noteworth y is th at Portuguese -

speak ing read ers h ave th e  opportunity to 

b ecom e acq uainted  with  th e  id eas of  th e  

great Burk ina Faso h istorian, Joseph  Ki-

Z erb o: Para q uando Africa? is th e  re sult 

of  work  b y m em b ers of  th e  Portuguese -

speak ing network .     

Cooperation can also b e  encouraged  b y pub lic 

powers – b y states, of  course, b ut also b y regions 

and  local auth orities. Th e Events  section, for 

ex am ple, introd uces a rem ark ab le cultural 

cooperation project b etween th e  Île-d e -France region 

(France’s largest) and  th e  Municipality of  São Paulo 

(Brazil); th e  b ook  is d e scrib ed  at length . Th e A lliance and  

LIBR E  (th e  Brazilian League of  Pub lish ers) h ave b e en 

ask ed  to carry out a sm all survey and  prod uce a sum m ary 

wh ich  will und oub ted ly influence th e  d ecisions m ad e b y 

pub lic powers.                  

Th is m onth ’s Portrait section reveals one of  th e  pillars of  

th e  Portuguese -speak ing network , a pub lish er wh o is 

rem ark ab le in m any ways. We invite you to b ecom e b etter 

acq uainted  with  Jacq ues A rlind o 

d os Santos, h ead  of  th e  pub lish ing 

h ouse, Ch a d e  Cax ind e.  

E tienne Galliand         

Just out 

Para q uando Africa ? 
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th ors  : Joseph  K i- Z erbo, R ené H olenste in.

Countrie s  of publication : Angola, Brazil, 

Portugal, Guinea Bissau        

Language s : Portuguese  (original language: 

French ).  

Som e  of th e  Portuguese - speak ing publish ers of 

th e  Alliance  (Ch a de  Caxinde, Pallas, 

Cam po das Letras and K u Si Mon) 

decided at th e  netw ork  m eeting in R io 

de  Janeiro in Septem ber 2004 to 

translate into and co-edit in 

Portuguese  th e  book  by th e  Burk ina 

Faso h istorian, Joseph  K i- Z erbo, 

w h ich  h as already been publish ed in 

French  by e igh t publish ers of th e  

French - speak ing netw ork . 

By analysing th e  de structive 

effects of globalisation on an 

econom ic, political and cultural 

level, Joseph  K i- Z erbo describes th e  

em ergence  of an African civil society w h ich  se e k s 

to “infrastructure” its cultures by figh ting “for fair 

cultural exch ange”. H e  saw  in th is an alternative 

developm ent m odel adapted to th e  issues of h is  

tim e. 

Th e  French  language version of A  q uand  

l’A friq u e  ? w as aw arded th e  R FI-Tém oin du m onde  

prize  in 2003.              
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Eve nts

Th e  book  coope ration program m e  

As part of th e  developm ent of a cooperation 

agreem ent, w ith  a cultural section on book s and 

reading, th e  Île-de -France  region and São Paulo 

City Council h ave entrusted th e  Alliance  of 

Independent Publish ers and th e  Brazilian League  

of Editors (LIBR E) w ith  a study on th e  

stak e h olders of th e  book  supply ch ain 

w h o are  active in th e ir territorie s. Th is 

consultation process sh ould m ak e  it 

possible to com e  up w ith  a 

program m e  w h ich  encourages 

independent publish ing; th e  sh aring 

of experience  and th e  training of 

publish ing professionals; th e  

creation and circulation of novels 

and w ork s; th e  accessib ility of 

book s and th e  prom otion of 

reading. 

34 stak e h olders in th e  book  

supply ch ain (14 of th em  Brazilian and 

20 French ) w ere  consulted th rough  interview s and 

q uestionnaires, providing an overview  of past, 

present and future  w ork  and projects and 

identifying several m ajor th em es w ith  a view  to 

developing a cultural cooperation program m e  for 

book s and reading (for exam ple th e  creation of a 

fund to support translation and co-editions, 

training, and professional internsh ips in h ost 

structures etc.).                      

A sum m ary of th e  q uestionnaires subm itted to th e  

Île-de -France  region and São Paulo City Council is 

available on req uest.           

Les Batailles d e  l’eau  in arabic

Aute ur : Moh am ed Larbi Bouguerra              

Countrie s  of publication: Lebanon, Morocco, 

Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Jordan.                    

Colle ction : Global Issues                 

Language s : Arabic (original language: French ).

Follow ing th e  French , Spanish  and Portuguese  

versions, th e  Alliance  of Independent Publish ers is  

proud to announce  th e  publication of th is text in 

Arabic, in th e  form  of a co-edition. A m ajor 

title of th e  Enjeux Planète  

collection, Les batailles de  

l’eau is now  available in over 20 

countrie s. 

W ater h as becom e  a m ajor political 

and geo- strategic issue  w h ich  is  on 

th e  agenda of global sum m its and 

alternative forum s.  In fact, th is vital 

resource  dictates th e  developm ent of 

h um an society. For som e, it is a 

com m onplace com m odity th at m ust 

generate  profit. For oth ers, it is one  of 

h um anity’s sh ared assets, h igh ly 

sym bolic in all cultures and religions. D oes w ater 

h ave a price? Is w ater a righ t or a necessity? Is 

th ere  enough  w ater to go round in th e  face  of 

dem ograph ic grow th ? Is th ere  a w ater crisis? W ill 

th ere  be  w ater w ars in th e  future? W ill 

tech nological solutions be  enough  to put a stop to 

w ater pollution? Th is w ork  sh ow s th at th at w ater 

m anagem ent and use  poses a num ber of 

fundam ental q uestions about our w ay of life, our 

eth ics and our relationsh ip w ith  nature  and th e  

b iosph ere.  It argues for a society w h ich  use s w ater 

sparingly and for solidary global w ater 

m anagem ent.
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A ne w  Pre s ide nt

Th e  association re sponsible for th e  w ork  of th e  

Alliance  of Independent Publish ers h as just 

appointed Th ierry Q uinq ueton as President. Th e  

successor of Mich el Sauq uet – w h o is now  Vice -

president – Th ierry Q uinq ueton h as excellent 

k now ledge  of th e  publish ing w orld and 

intercultural dialogue. H e  w as Literary D irector of 

D esclée D e  Brouw er publish ing (France), from  

19 9 1 to 19 9 9 , th en D irector of th e  French  

Cultural Centre  in K h artoum  from  2000 to 2004. 

As Literary D irector h e  played an active role in 

various projects w h ich  w ere  th e  forerunners of 

th e  Alliance  of Independent Publish ers. H e  is  

currently H ead of Mission at th e  Book s and 

W riting D ivision at th e  French  Ministry of 

Fore ign Affairs, w h ere  h e  runs “Plan Traduire” 

(Project Translation) and “La revue  des revues” 

(R eview  of review s); in addition h e  is  re sponsible 

for pursuing th e  literary policy for Algeria, Tunisia 

and Morocco. Th ierry Q uinq ueton continues to 

re search  th e  overlap betw een th e  com m ercial 

econom y, public policy and non-m onetary aspects 

of th e  literary econom y in th e  fram ew ork  of th e  

Interdisciplinary Laboratory for Econom ic 

Sociology (French  Scientific R esearch  Centre  

(CNR S) – French  Conservatory of Crafts and 

Industrie s (CNAM)). We th erefore  extend a w arm  

Portrait

of an MP/publis h e r 

H is speech  at th e  “Independent Publish ers from  

th e  Latin World” m eeting h eld in Guadalajara 

lingers in our m em orie s. Jacq ues Arlindo dos 

Santos travelled from  Angola to Mexico to explain 

to us th e  situation of publish ers in Africa, th e ir 

daily struggles and th e ir living conditions, w h ich  

are  often sim ply a q uestion of 

survival. H e  explained all of 

th is w ith  force  and 

determ ination, telling us 

h ow  im portant it is for 

public pow ers to act for 

literature, both  h ere  and 

elsew h ere. And h e  k now s 

w h at h e  is  talk ing about: as 

w ell as be ing a publish er, Jacq ues is  also a Mem ber 

of th e  Angolan Parliam ent.                              

It is h ard to decide  w h ich  of th e se  tw o activitie s is  

th e  m ost political, in th e  true  sense  of th e  w ord. 

W h atever th e  case, h is  publish er’s cap suits h im  

dow n to th e  ground.                      

Th e  Ch a de  Caxinde  publish ing h ouse  and 

book sh op w ere  founded in 19 9 9  in Luanda. Th ey 

aim  to distribute  Angolan auth ors as m uch  w ith in 

th e  country as beyond its borders, and to 

introduce  fore ign auth ors in Angola at an 

affordable price  to as m any people as possible. 

W ith  over 60 titles to its nam e, th e  publish ing 

h ouse’s catalogue is boosted by th e  co-editions of 

th e  Alliance’s 

Portuguese - speak ing 

netw ork  – co-editions 

in w h ich  Jacq ues is  

alw ays involved.       

D o you k now  w h at th e  

nam e  of th e  Angolan 

publish ing h ouse  

m eans? Caxinde  is th e  

nam e  of an arom atic 

plant used to m ak e  tea 

infusions, w h ilst ch a 

sim ply m eans tea. We h ave no doubt th at it is a 

delicious beverage.               
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38, rue  Saint Sabin 

75011 Paris  – France  

Te l. 00 33 (0)1 43 14 73 66 

Fax 00 33 (0)1 43 14 73 63

A non-profit association. Tax situation inspected by th e  

tax auth oritie s of East Paris (France). 2004 accounts  

certified by an independent auditor -  Cabinet SO FID EEC, 

Paris (France). 2005 accounts  are  in th e  process of 

certification by an independent auditor -  Cabinet 

SO FID EEC, Paris (France). Th e  us e  of data colle cte d by 

th e  Alliance  com plie s  w ith  th e  Fre nch  data prote ction 

act (declared to th e  French  data protection auth ority, th e  

Com m ission nationale de  l’inform atiq ue  et des libertés). 

Cost accounting on class 6 and 7 accounts (revenue  -  

expenditure) is carried out to ensure  effective m onitoring of 

fund allocation. Th e  annual re ports  (corporate  and 

financial) of th e  Alliance, validated by th e  Annual General 

Meeting, are  available on req uest from  th e  perm anent team . 

Th e  docum ents publish ed by th e  Alliance  for circulation are  

printed on re cycle d pape r. Consum able s  used by th e  

Alliance  are  usually of organic farm ing and fair trade  origin. 

Scribus  (open- source  program ) w as used to generate  th is 

pdf docum ent.        

Th e  Alliance  w ould lik e  to th ank  its partner organizations 

and institutions:           

se e  h ttp://w w w.alliance -editeurs.org/fr/partenaires.ph p     

Th e  ne w sle tte r of th e  Alliance  of Independent Publish ers 

is  produced by th e  perm anent team . Th e  follow ing 

participated in producing th is issue : Alexandre  Tiph agne  

(atiph agne@ alliance -editeurs.org), Th om as Weiss 

(tw e iss@ alliance -editeurs.org), and Etienne  Galliand 

(egalliand@ alliance -editeurs.org). 




